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Public Advocate 

Oversight of city 

services 

Next in line to the 

Mayor 

Serves as a trustee on 

the board of NYCERS 

Ombudsman 

(constituent) services 

Improving access to city 

services 

Investigating efficiency of 

and access to city 

agencies/services 

Make 

recommendations to 

the Mayor and City 

Council to make 

these agencies more 

accessible and work 

more efficiently for 

taxpayers 

Solves problems and 

helps make government 

accountable to the 

residents of NYC 
 

Appoints a 

Commissioner to the 

City Planning 

Commission 

Five borough 

coordinators 

Work with the Charter Revision Commission and the City 

Council to change succession of the Mayor to the Comptroller 

Power to 

introduce 

legislation 

Community 

Board Volunteers 

Make information on call data and complaints open, to  share 

between the Public Advocate, Community Boards, 

CouncilStat and 311 Decentralize the office, opening one office in each borough including 

northern Manhattan 

Work with the 

Charter Revision 

Commission and the 

City Council to give 

subpoena power to 

the Public Advocate 

Work with the 

Charter Revision 

Commission and 

the City Council 

to change the way 

the NYCERS 

board is structured 
 

Public Advocate and 

Borough Presidents 

would appoint 

qualified investment 

professionals to serve 

as their representatives 

Commissioner would be 

directed to work with 

Community Boards and Civic 

Associations to explain the 

land use process and ways the 

community can affect zoning 

changes in NYC 

Create a “Citizens Legislative 

Panel” to allow the 

community to suggest 

legislation to the PA that the 

City Council will not carry 

Sits on every 

City Council 

Committee 

Appoints a 

member to the 

Citywide 

Council on 

Special 

Education 

Attend City Council 

committee meetings 

regularly and be an 

active/vocal 

independent voice 

for or against 

legislative priorities 

of the City Council 

Work with the Charter Revision Commission and 

the City Council to create a process to set the office 

budget of the Public Advocate independent from the 

Mayor and City Council 

Budget of the Public Advocate is set by the 

Mayor and City Council 

Appoint a parent of a 

special needs student 

that will be a strong 

voice and advocate 

for improvements to 

Special Education 

Sits on the 

Commission on 

Public 

Information and 

Communication 

Improve 

communication 

between city 

agencies and the 

public 

Improve information sharing 

and coordination between 

city agencies and all 

branches of government 

Create an online repository of most city 

documents; improve the response time to 

FOIL requests; set a standard for response 

times by city agencies and elected officials 

when answering concerns by other elected 

officials and residents 

Sits on the Voter 

Assistance 

Commission 

(VAC) 

Work with the 

Charter 

Revision 

Commission 

and the City 

Council to 

revamp the 

VAC and create 

CIVIC: Civic 

Involvement 

and Voter 

Improvement 

Commission 

Sits on the Queens Public Library board, the Museum of the City of New York board and the Transit Riders Council Sits on the Independent Budget Office (IBO) Advisory 

Board and helps select the director of the IBO 

Work closely with the IBO to seek ways to make government 

work more efficiently and seek ways to save taxpayer dollars 

Work closely with all 59 

Community Boards to identify 

problems in government and 

improve/expand city services 

Appointment would be a strong 

voice against overdevelopment, a 

strong voice for smart, more 

affordable development and for 

green development; zoning that 

works for all New Yorker’s 

Proposed Duty/Action Current Duty Eliminate Duty/Reform Law 

End the “pocket veto” by the 

City Planning Commission when 

ULURP applications are not 

certified in a timely manner 
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